
Chavurat Aytz Chayim
Ark Assembly Procedure
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• The ark is stored in a case secured by straps 3 cross and 1
longitudinal

UNPACKING
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• The cover has a spring loaded handle on one side and
on each end (see below). Straps are threaded through
their corresponding side or end handle

• The base has wheels at one end (below right)
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• Unbuckle each of the 4 straps, freeing them as necessary
from the handles to free the top cover for removal.
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• Remove the cover by
grasping and lifting one of
the end handles.

• Set the cover aside
revealing the contents
(see below).
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• Remove curtain rod with attached 2 white curtains and set aside.
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• Remove velvet
curtains and set aside.
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• Remove cloth bag containing eternal light
holder and LED light and set aside.
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• Remove plastic case with bolts and miscellaneous parts
and set aside.
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• Remove plastic case with linear LED lights (3 lights
and 1 spare) and set aside
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• Remove Rear Curtain and Rods (Wrapped in towel) and set aside
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• Remove top
Styrofoam spacer
and set aside. This
reveals the main
body of the ark
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• Remove the main
body of the ark.

ASSEMBLING
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• Identify the back edge of the body. It has 4 holes
near the base and 6 holes near the roof.
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• Place the body on a table
with the back edge facing
up and unfold it.
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• Remove
bottom
Styrofoam
spacer and
set aside.
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•This reveals the back
braces and the front brace
of the ark.
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• Move the roof brace to the ark
and align the 6 holes with holes
in  back edge of ark.

• Each hole in the brace has been
countersunk on the side that is to
face up.
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• Move the base brace to the
ark and align the 4 holes
with holes in back edge of
ark.
• Each hole in the brace has
been countersunk on the side
that is to face up.
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• Remove the 14 bolts and the Allen wrench tool from
the plastic bottle.
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• Insert 6 bolts through holes of roof brace and 4 bolts
through holes of base brace, extending each bolt through
to the corresponding holes in back edge of ark.

• Align all bolts and braces before beginning to screw
bolts into the main body of the ark.
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• Using fingers and or
Allen wrench, screw in
the bolts. Do not tighten
completely until every
bolt has been screwed in
at least part way.
• Then use Allen wrench
to tighten; make the bolts
snug but do not over
tighten.
• Turn the ark over so that
it rests on the rear braces
just installed.
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• There are 4 holes drilled in the inner side of the ark at the rear
for mounting the rear curtain.
• 2 holes are near the base of the ark. One hole is shallow (left
picture) and one is deeper with a spring inside (right picture).
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• 2 holes are near the roof. One hole is shallow (left picture)
and one is deeper with a spring inside (right picture).
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• Retrieve the Rear Curtain and Rods to be installed just in front of
the rear braces.
• Starting with the holes near the base, insert a rod in the hole with
the spring (on left when viewed from the base end).
• Push in to compress the spring so that the other end of the rod can
be inserted into the shallow hole at the opposite side.
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• Stretch the curtain toward the roof of the ark. Insert the rod into the
pair of holes near the roof using the same procedure as for the base
holes. When both rods are secure, stretch the curtain horizontally so
that it covers the rear opening of the ark.
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• Retrieve the front brace/curtain rod holder from the
case
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• Position the brace at the roof front of the ark.
• Align the 4 holes in the brace with the holes in the ark.
• Insert bolts through each of the holes extending them into the holes
in the front edge of the ark
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• Hand tighten each bolt part way to make sure all are
aligned, so that the threads will not be stripped when
tightened.
• Use allen wrench tool to tighten the four bolts. Make
the bolts snug but do not over tighten.
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• Retrieve brass rod, for
hanging the eternal light,
from the plastic case.
• Push the rod into the hole
in the front of the brace near
the peak of the ark.
• In the back of the hole is a
nut, Hand tighten the rod
only enough to secure it and
so that the hook end is
pointing up.
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• The ark is now ready to be lifted to a table.
• It weighs about 35 pounds. It is best for two people to lift it.
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There are five (5) brackets attached to the front brace.

ATTACHING  THE ACCESSORIES



6/12/2009 33

•Retrieve the curtain rod with attached two (2) white curtains.
•The rod is a telescoping rod. Orient it with the larger diameter
section on you left.
•Place it loosely on top of the brackets on the front brace.
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• Position the rod so that
the right end of the larger
diameter section touches
the left side of the second
bracket from the right (see
arrow right).

• Extend the right end of the rod beyond the end bracket on
the right.
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• Slide the left white curtain to the left of the center bracket.
• Extend two of the hanging rings beyond the next bracket to
the left of center.
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• Set up the right white curtain as the mirror image of the left
curtain.

•  Secure the rod in the brackets’ u-shaped holders
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• Retrieve the velvet curtains.

• Hang the right curtain with the lions facing center

• Hook the left most hook to the left of the first bracket that is
right of center (see below left).

• Continue hooking the curtain toward the right end of the
rod, telescoping the rod as necessary, so the curtain is fully
opened and extends to the end of the rod (see below right).
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• Repeat the process similarly (mirror image) for the left curtain. The
rod on the left side will exactly be long enough to accommodate the
fully opened velvet curtain.



6/12/2009 39

• Retrieve the brass chain from the plastic case.
• Attach each end to either side of the ark by slipping
the slots in the end links onto to the hinged brass
holders.
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• Retrieve the cloth bag containing eternal light holder and LED.
• The LED is turned on by twisting the top half clockwise.
• Slip the light in any opening in the holder through which it fits
and center it on the holder’s base.
• The magnet under the base of the light will hold it in place.
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• Hang the assembled light on the brass hook at
the peak of the ark
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• The lights have magnetic bases.

• Place a white light each on the
left and right sides of the ark
against the attached metal plates.

• Retrieve the plastic
case with the linear
LED lights. Save the
separator cards in
the plastic case.
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• Place the black linear light above against the metal
plate that is behind the front brace/curtain rod holder.
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• There is a row of holders at the
base of the ark in which to rest
one of the torah handles to
facilitate balancing the torah.

• Place the torah in the ark.
Balance it against the chain so
that the rimonim (finials)  do not
lean against the inside white
curtains.

PLACING THE TORAH IN THE ARK
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• Turn on the 3 linear LED lights.
Each light has a pair of contacts
on the surface of its lens.
Touching the contacts toggles the
light on or off.

•Each lens can be swiveled to
direct the light. Direct  the side
lights on the breast plate and yad.
Direct the top light on the
rimonim (finials).
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• Close the white curtains so that the ark is ready for the service.


